MOSLEM .SCHISMS AND SECTS

His eighth heresy was as follows: When he discovered
that men differed over the question as to> whether knowledge
is natural or acquired, he rejected both of these views, as
well as the view that what is known through the senses and
through intuition is natural knowledge, while what is known
through induction is acquired knowledge. He then set up
for himself a view that differed from all those of his prede-
cessors, saying that knowledge is of two kinds, the one
is compulsory knowledge, such as the knowledge of Allah,
and .knowledge of the evidence leading to a knowledge of
him; the second is elective and acquired, such as knowledge
of an event gained through the sense, or through syllogisms.
From this he drew his view of the belated character of
knowledge, in which he differed from the rest of the be-
112 lievers. According to this view, he said that the child in the
second stage of his knowledge of himself does not have to
bring all his knowledge of unity and justice together with-
out a break, but he must bring with the knowledge of the
unity and justice of Allah the knowledge of all that Allah
has commanded him to do*. The result is that if he does not
fulfil the requirement of this second stage of his knowledge
of himself, and happens to die in the third stage, he dies an
infidel and an enemy to Allah, worthy of eternal fire. As
to the knowledge with regard to information which can be
known onl}- through hearing, such knowledge should be
attained by the child in the second stage of hearing, which
constitutes a good excuse for him. Bishr ibn-Mu'tamar,3
however, said that it was in the third stage that the child
must show his mental knowledge, when in the third stage
of his knowledge o<f himself, because the second stage is a
stage of speculation and of thought, so that if he does not
fulfil this in the third stage, and happens to die in the fourth

1 Horten, ibid., p. 161.   Shahrastam, ibid., vol. i, p. 65.
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